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What are SMEs?
EU Definitions:

 Medium
e Small
 Micro

L esst
_esst

nan 250 employees
nan 50 employees

_esst

nan 10 employees

About 99% of food businesses
About 50% of private sector turnover
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Current situation

Complex

— Different Directorates

— Requirements in vertical and horizontal
legislation

— Grown (illogically) over the years
Polyols and MAP before allergens

Still fit for purpose?
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Impact on SMEs

Disproportionate

— Time involved
— Understanding/knowledge/expertise
— Costs of change
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Desire for more information

—How food is produced
—Country of origin
—Nutrition
—Sustainability
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Want or Need?

Is the information wanted?

Or needed?
When provided is it understood or used?

Costs
— to businesses

— to consumers
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What information is important?

e Should be used and useful
*QUID
MAP

 Are there alternatives to
legislation?



CONFERENCE ON FOOD LABELLING, ROTTERDAM, 2006

Balance between information
and clarity

Too much information?
Type of language used?
Does it inform choice?
Need to sell the product
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Nutrition labelling

 Most SMEs do not provide
nutritional information

* Therefore more cost implications
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Prepacked for direct sale

* Article 14 of 2000/13 - very
important provision for SMEs

e Basis is that consumers can ask

« Scope for extension of the
principle?
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Information in other ways

Websites
Barcodes

Leaflets
Feasible for SMEs?
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Conclusions

Needs of SMEs must be
considered

Review long overdue

Challenge existing
requirements

What information is really
required?






